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CONNECTION 

DISTRICT NEWS NOTES TO BEGIN APRIL 11th 
 

There is so much activity in our district that it seems difficult to keep 
track of all the different events that happen.  Congregations plan and 
execute events within small amounts of time, incremental weather 
changes all of our plans, and sometimes there is just too much going 
on in a small amount of time! 
We have discovered, that the because the CONNECTION only comes 
out once every two months, a varying amount of announcements are 
excluded due to the timeliness of our newsletter.  We have also noticed 
that certain events merit the need to be announced several times, in-
cluding deadlines and due dates.   
In the past, the executive minister has sent out district news emails 
when it was necessary.  These would include announcements from 
other congregations, reminders from the district office, and other im-
portant information intended for the district.  This is going to be a 
model for the new District News Notes. 
Beginning April 11th, the district office will be composing and distrib-
uting an email titled “District News Notes”.  Information will be 
compiled right up until the day before it is to be sent out.  Anyone is 
welcome to be added to the list and subscribing is as easy as request-
ing so from the office. (Please notice that this will be distributed only 
by email.) On the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month  it will be 
sent to churches, pastors and anyone who has signed up. It will in-
clude up coming important dates,  congregational, district and board 
announcements and any other information that is found to be impor-
tant for the district. 
Anyone who is interested in receiving “District News Notes”  or has 
additions for the first installment should email the district office at 
offmgr@bnin.net or call the office at 574-773-3149. 
 
P.S.  If you missed the District Office Open House, we’re sorry! 
This is a reminder that you may stop by during our normal business hours and 
we’d love to show you around! 

 



From    The    District    
Pastoral Openings 

 

Church Status 
Agape In negotiation 
 
Baugo Arnold Dietz is retiring.  Search 
 committee has been formed. 
 
Beacon Heights Reviewing candidates profiles, 
 interviewing 
 
Blissville Dester Cummins serving as interim 
 pastor for one year. 
 
New Salem Search committee working on pro- 
 file, Larry Rice, interim 
 
North Webster Bob Wyman, interim 
 
Pleasant Chapel Jeff Fackler has accepted call to PA 
 Search committee is being formed 
 
Plymouth Ruth Yoder serving as interim;  
 search committee reviewing can- 
 didate profiles and interviewing. 
 
Syracuse Called David Eis as part time pastor 
 
Union Center Bev Weaver serving as interim 
 pastor, search committee is being  
 formed. 
 
West Goshen Profile is completed, reviewing can-
 didate profiles. 
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Grace Mishler, missionary to Vietnam, will be visiting in our area from May through August.  She 
will begin her visit to the Us by going to the United Nations in New York City.  She will then visit the 
Young Center for Peace at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania.  She will arrive in Indiana in 
early May.  She will participate in a Service Recommissioning at the North Liberty Church of the 
Brethren on May 20 at 9:30 am. 
In Vietnam, Grace works with persons of disabilities by teaching courses at a university and 
teaching classed at a 5,000 member Roman Catholic parish.  She works from experience, having 
a very serious visual handicap. 
During the first several weeks of her visit to the US, she will accompany Father Hien, a Catholic 
priest from Vietnam, as he visits churches and institutions in this country. 
Churches in our district are invited to schedule Grace to present a Sunday or 
weekday program.  Churches and individuals are invited to share in the 
expenses of Grace’s visit here and in Vietnam.  Checks should be made to 
the North Liberty Church of the Brethren, attention: Grace Mishler Mission. 
Grace’s Address: P.O. Box 714, North Liberty, IN 46554 
email: gmmishler@gmail.com 

District Conference Notes: 
 
To all congregations, the 
delegates registration forms 
will be mailed out in April, 
these will be due by May 25. 
Once the delegates 
information is in, (if met by 
deadline) they will be signed 
up to receive the 

Connection Newsletter , in which the June-July issue 
will contain a conference preview. (Delegates with email 
accounts will receive the electronic version.) Please be 
sure to send all necessary correspondence along with 
registration form, (i.e.: child care, meal tickets, etc.)  If 
you are someone who is doing a report, display, or both 
for the District Conference, this is a reminder that  your 
information is due into the District office by July 13!! 

Directory corrections: 
• Bob And Carol Pfeiffer belong on the page of 

Ordained Ministers 
• The zip code for Manos de Cristo is 46624 
• Page 50 - Laura Van Voorhis 

Annual Conference Briefing  will be held at 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon at the Camp Creek Church of the 
Brethren on Sunday, June 10th. Annual Conference 
delegates and other interested persons are invited to 
attend. 



Wawaka Church of the Brethren will be having a Brass Ensemble  from Huntington College on Sunday April 22, at 3pm.  There 
is no charge for this event, but there will be a free will offering be taken.  All are welcome to attend.  Call the church office for more 
details. 
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Announcements 

Camp Mack  
Applications are currently 
being  accepted for summer 
staff.   
Interested persons may call 
or email camp for an 
application.  
574-658-4831 or  
campmack@npcc.net 

The District Women’s Fellowship  will be having their Spring Rally  on April 14th  at Bethany Church of the Brethren. Most 
congregations have already received flyers for this event  For more information you may contact Marlene Stemen at 574-831-4443 
or by email at cstememe@bnin.net 

A Place Apart  < Spring Retreat 
May 3-6   Camp Woodland Alters  Peebles, OH 

Awakened   � Healed   � Empowered 
• Leadership: Paul Grout & the A Place Apart Team 
• Cost: $189/person.  Scholarships may be available. 
• Registration/more information- Visit our website. 

 Contact Us: 
A Place Apart   P.O. Box 307  Putney, VT  05346 

Phone: 802-387-4517 
Email: apartvermont@gmail.com 

Web: apartvermont.org 

*The Spring Quilting 
Retreat is April 20-22. 
*The Pastor’s Sabbath is 
April 24-25. 
*Seasoned Citizen’s 
Retreat is May 7-10. 
*Birdwatchers retreat is 
May 10-12. 
*Leadership training begins 
May 18. 

The Ministry of Reconciliation of On Earth Peace is having a “Christian Mediation and Conciliation Seminar” (30 hours) 
The leaders are Janet Mitchell and  Annie Clark and it will be held at Crest Manor.  This is a refreshing biblical approach to 
interpersonal peacemaking.  We will learn effective communication skills , conflict theory, how to understand and work with style 
differences in communication so all can be their best, and mediation skills.  The schedule is Friday May 4 & 11, 9am to 9pm (with 
breaks), and Saturday May 5 & 12, 9am to 4pm.  The cost is $200 per person, including materials.  Any group of 3 or more will be 
charged $500. CEU’s are available for Brethren ministers. To register contact Annie Clark at aclark_oepa@brethren.org 
803 East St., North Manchester, IN 46962.  Registration deadline is April 10. 

RIDE WITH CREEKSIDE AND BE BLESSED - MAY 19th 
Creekside Church of the Brethren invites you to a blessing of the bikes and riders followed by an escorted ride through the 
county. We will be taking a $10 donation per rider for the ride, with all money raised going to Church Community Services of 
Elkhart County.  Available all morning, will be Blessing of bikes and riders. Registration for the ride starts at 9:00am  
With the ride to kick off at 11:00.  You can pre-register at www.bikes.creeksideconnected.com  Creekside Church of the Brethren is 
located at 60455 CR 113 Elkhart, IN 46517 (Between CR 26 and CR 28). Join us afterwards for music, fellowship and door prizes 
The Creekside Youth group will be selling Sloppy Joes, hotdogs, chips and drinks after the ride.  Raising money to help youth 
members attend National Youth Conference and other youth activities. For more information you can email at 
blessingofthebikes@creeksideconnected.com  Or visit the Creekside COB web site at  www.Creeksideconnected.com  

Caring Congregation Award Banner 
North Liberty's 2006 donations for Church world Service Tools and Blanket Program totaled $2,015. Our contributions made it 
possible to ship 18,825 woolen blankets, 58,250 lightweight blankets, and many other items, For our contributions we have been 
presented with a "Caring Congregation Award" banner in recognition of our achievement. North Liberty Church of the Brethren 
placed 4th highest among the Indiana churches participation in the program! Well done thou good and faithful servant. 

New Community Project Learning Tours:   
Ecuadorian Amazon: May 18-29 2007 Cost $1075.  Leaders are Mariana Almeida and David Radcliff  
Honduras:  July 10-20, 2007 Cost: $600.  Leaders are Solia Matute, David Radcliff, and Jim Dodd    
Interested?  For more information, visit www.newcommunityproject.org or David Radcliff at 1-888-800-2985 or email at 
dradcliff@newcommunityproject.org 

Dr. Jeff Bach, Associate Professor of Brethren Studies at Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, IN, has accepted an 
appointment as the Director of  “The Young Center” on the campus of  Elizabethtown College. This position will provide him the 
opportunity to extend and expand his research and writing , as well as provide “The Young Center” with administrative leadership. 

Friends of Timbercrest is sponsoring this years Spring Fellowship Day on April 28, 2007.  The day begins at 8:30 am at the Food 
Market. The program session begins at 10 am.  “Bound for Glory” will perform. The business session will begin at 1 pm.  Lunch is 
at noon and tickets need to be purchased by April 26.  Please contact Anne Myers at 260-982-2118 or amyers@timbercrest.org    



NEWSLINE is a service of the Church of the Brethren General Board and the source for some articles 
in CONNECTION. NEWSLINE is produced by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, director of news services. 
NEWSLINE is a free service sent only to those requesting a subscription.  To receive it by e-mail write 
cobnews@aol.com or cal 1-800-323-8039 ext260. 
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Church of the Brethren 
Help Support a BVSer!! 
Can’t join BVS, but still want to make a difference?  Consider 
adopting a BVSer.  BVS works to match interested persons with 
current volunteers serving in the United States and abroad.  
These “adopters” can offer support to volunteers through letters , 
care packages and other creative means.  An adopter can be an 
individual, congregation, couple, youth group, Sunday School 
class,….. the possibilities are endless!  You can send cards for 
birthdays, occasional holidays, and whenever the spirit moves 
you.  The idea is to let the BVSer know that people are thinking of 
him or her and their work is appreciated. 

Call or email BVS for more information: 1-800-323-8039 /  
bvs_gb@brethren.org   

May is Older Adult Month 
Did you know that over half of the Brethren membership 
is 55 years of age or older?  This May, ABC’s Older Adult 
Ministry encourages all congregations to honor older 
adults. Starting March 15 there will be resources available 
at ABC’s website www.brethren-caregivers.org. To learn 
more about the Older Adult Ministry of ABC, contact Kim 
Ebersole at 1-800-323-8039 ext: 302 or email her at 
kebersole_abc@brethren.org 

Young Adult Conference 
 
All young adults are invited to spend Memorial Day weekend, May 
26-28 at Camp Harmony, near Jamestown, Pennsylvania.  The 
theme for the Annual Young Adult Conference will be “Doers of 
the Word” based on James 1:22-25.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for young adults throughout the denomination to 
gather together for a weekend of worship, singing, fellowship and 
meeting other young adults.  A variety of young adults will speak 
during each of the worship service and sessions will be led by 
Paul Grout.    www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/yac.htm 
 
National Junior High Conference 
June 15-17 at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania is the date 
and location for this exciting opportunity. 6th-8th graders and their 
adult advisors are encouraged to plan now to gather at 
Elizabethtown this summer. This fun packed weekend will include 
concerts, bible skits, workshops, recreation, and four worship 
services.  All of this is only $99 per person. (After April 15th the 
cost goes to $125/person!)  Brochures have been sent to each 
congregation.  NOTE: N. IN District will NOT be organizing 
transportation for this event. 

www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/jrhighconf 

Church of the Brethren web cast series is 
launched. 
Every two weeks, coinciding with each issue of Newsline, new 
audio web casts will be offered featuring information from one of 
the agencies o r from Annual Conference. Web casts may be 
listened to online using most computers by visiting 
www.cobwebcast.bethanyseminary.edu, or they may be 
downloaded and played on an MP3 player or i-Pod. Free 
subscriptions (through an RSS feed) are also offered. Newsline 
will  include announcements of the topics of webcasts as they 
become  available. 

Disaster Response Update 
Goshen City is returning and Beacon Heights 
and Crest Manor will be immediately leaving for 
McComb, MS.  The Middlebury congregation 
will be leaving on April 15. There are still 2 
open weeks for McComb, MS; April 8-14, (this 
week is open for 3 of the 4 work sites.) and May 27- June 2.  In 
Pearl River, LA there is an opening May 27-June 2.  The week of 
June 3-9  has been reserved for the Northern Indiana District. 
In addition, there are 2 weeks at the Lucedale, MS location that 
have not been filled, those dates are May 27- June 2, and June 3-
9.   John Sternberg, the District’s disaster coordinator, 
encourages anyone that is able, to consider volunteering your  
time to one of these weeks of emergency response.  If you are an 
individual who can not make the journey out of state, anyone can 
donate to the District Disaster Relief Fund.   Donations can be 
given to your church treasurer or sent to the District Office (162 E. 
Market St. Nappanee, IN 46550) Be sure to note on your check 
that it is for the District Disaster Fund. 
 

Tri-Centennial Celebration 
 Fresh from the Word is a collection of 366 devotional 
offerings taken from all six of the Brethren groups. This a 
perpetually dated keepsake volume celebrating the 300th 
Anniversary of the Brethren. There are discounts available 
for orders of 10 or more books.   
Brethren Press 
1451 Dundee Avenue  Elgin, IL  60120 
1-800-441-3712 
Fax: 1-800-667-8188 
300th Anniversary Quilt 
The Association for the Arts (AACB) invites each congregation 
to provide one yard of print cotton fabric for inclusion in the design 
and construction of a special 300th Anniversary quilt.  
  
Artists are being sought to create special art for the 2008 Annual 
Conference.  It can be a three dimensional piece, a painting, fiber 
art, or a photo that captures some of the theme elements form the 
2008 logo. Artists are asked to bring their idea, rough draft, or 
completed project (along with a sample of other work) to the 2007 
conference in Cleveland. 12-15  pieces will be selected to be 
shown at the 2008 Anniversary Conference exhibit.  
You may send your materials to Don and Joyce Parker, 1293 
Laurel Dr., West Salem, OH  44287. 
djparker@bright.net 
 

Mother’s Day Gratitude Project 
Global Women’s Project is pleased to  launch their Mother’s 
Day Project.  Rather than buying material gifts, send a donation to 
GWP.  Your donation will fund our projects to focus on women’s 
issues in the US and developing areas.  In return, your chosen 
recipient will receive a card with your choice of a message 
indicating that the gift has been made in her honor.  To participate 
make your donation to Global Women’s Project, send it along 
with sender’s name and contact info, and with the recipients name 
and address, and any additional text  to Jacki Hartley at 213 Perry 
St. Elgin, IL  60123/ www.brethren.org/gebbd/witness/gwp.htm   



* Denotes attendance of  the Executive Minister. 

 CALENDAR 
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April  1 Palm Sunday 

  * 1-4 Midwest Council of District Executives  Camp Mack   
   6  Good Friday  ( D istrict Office Closed )  
   8 Resurrection Sunday ( Easter )  
   10 Central Area Ministers - 11:30 am   Union Center 
  * 15 Rob Miller ’ s Ordination - 10:45 am  Crest Manor 
  * 17 District Board - 6:30 pm    District Office 
   19-22 Cross Cultural Consultation   New Windsor, MD 
   24 Program & Arrangements Committee - 7 pm Goshen City 
  * 24-25 Pastor Sabbath ( noon - noon )    Camp Mack 
  * 26 District Ministry Committee - 7 pm   District Office 
   27-29 Regional Youth Conference    Manchester College 
  * 28 Camp Mack Board    Camp Mack 

May  * 7-10 Consultation on Ministry    Elgin, IL 

   8 Central Area Ministers - 11:30 am   Goshen City 
   13 Mother ’ s Day  
  * 15 District Board - 6:30 pm    District Office 
   18 CONNECTION Deadline 
  * 20 Manchester College Commencement  Manchester College 
   Grace Mishler Recommissioning Service - 9:30 am  North Liberty 
   22 Program & Arrangements Committee - 7 pm  TBA  
   26-28 Young Adult Conference    Camp Harmony, PA 
   28  Memorial Day  ( District Office Closed )  

June * 7 District Ministry Committee- 7 pm   District Office 

  * 10 Annual Conference Briefing - 3 pm  Camp Creek 
   15-17 The Amazing Race ( Jr High Conference)  Elizabethtown, PA 
   17 Father ’ s Day  
  * 19  District Board - 6:30 pm    District Office 
  * 27-30 Annual Conference    Cleveland, OH 

July  *  1-4 Annual Conference    Cleveland, OH 

   4 Independence Day ( District Office Closed)   
  * 12 District Ministry Committee - 7 pm   District Office 
   13 CONNECTION Deadline 
  * 17 District Board - 6:30 pm    District office 



 

Contact 
Ann McNerney 

Resource  
Coordinator 

if you have questions about 
any of the listed resources  

or if you would like to  
discuss a specific need  
in your congregation 

 
888-240-8669 
(Voice Mail) 

 
574-773-3149 

(District Office) 
 

Ann@nidcob.org 
(E-mail) 
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"Equipping Through Resourcing" 

 
The following resources for Youth Ministry and Children’s Ministry 
may be borrowed from the Resource Center:  
 
 
TRANSFORMING PRAYERS   (Youth Ministry) 
By Jenny Baker   (Group Publishing 2004) 
 
This resource will help you revolutionize your students’ prayer lives 
with bold, innovative prayer encounters that transform their 
relationships with Christ!  It features fresh ideas for creative, 
experiential prayer sessions at youth groups, church services, and 
youth retreats.  This valuable resource is designed to help leaders 
guide youth into a prayer life that rightfully restores the mystery and 
wonder of dynamic dialogue with God.  The author’s creative 
encounter ideas will radically overthrow your youth’s preconceived 
notions and ignite a fresh passion for prayer. 
 
WAY TO LIVE–Christian Practices for Teens (Youth 
Ministry) 
Edited by Dorothy Bass/Don Richter  (Upper Room Books 2002 
 
Written by a team of 18 adults and 18 teens, Way to Live discusses 
concrete ways youth can practice Christianity in everyday life. Their 
collective wisdom and experience offers things that readers can do -- 
rather than things not to do. It also presents each practice as a gift 
and not a task that engages readers in the real world.  
This book answers teens' yearning for a meaningful way of life by 
inviting them into the abundant way of life Jesus offers and 
challenging them to join others in practicing their faith.  
Through teen-friendly language and relevant examples, this resource 
uses stories and ideas that make Christian practice come alive. 
Practices such as forgiveness, work, play, justice, prayer, food, and 
time are discussed as ways to nourish a more meaningful life offered 
by Jesus Christ. 
 
TRANSFORMING CHILDREN INTO SPIRITUAL 
CHAMPIONS   (Children’s Ministry) 
By George Barna   (Regal Books 2003) 
 
The author encourages congregations to come along side parents and 
equip them to provide their children with biblical precepts that will 
protect them from a barrage of worldly ideas and teaching that is 
hostile to the biblical worldview.  The author makes a compelling 
case that our hope for the future lies in our ability to help children 
experience spiritual transformation.  This book will encourage and 
empower you to take a fresh look at our generational responsibility to 
grow our children into champions for the Lord who will be life-long 
followers of Jesus Christ.  
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SOUL SEARCHING-The Religious & Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers  
(Youth Ministry) 

By: Christian Smith   (Oxford University Press 2005) 

This book convincingly demonstrates that many of our assumptions about youth and religion are off the 
mark.  What religious practices do American teenagers engage in?  Do they expect to remain loyal to the 
faith of their parents?  Are they abandoning religious institutions in search of a new, more “authentic” 
spirituality?  The author answers these and many other questions and tells the definitive story of the 
religious and spiritual lives of contemporary American teenagers.  It reports the finding of the National 
Study of Youth and Religion, the largest and most detailed study of teenagers and religion ever 
undertaken.  This is a must read for anyone who works with teenagers or has interest in the spiritual life 
of teens. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH SPECIALS   (Children’s Ministry) 

Edited By: Ivey Beckworth   (Group 1998) 

This resource includes 15 kid-size Worship Services.  Each session focuses your children on one 
characteristic of God and leads your children through three areas of worship:  Praise--celebrate through 
songs, games, and activities; Point--memory-building experience that helps children remember what 
they’ve learned about God; Prayer--children thank God for being a great God! Step-by-step directions 
are included to make it easy to lead these worship services.   

WHEN KIDS BEND THE RULES   (Children’s Ministry) 
By: Elizabeth Whitney Crisci    (Accent Publications 1998)  

One of the biggest problems for Christian Education teachers is discipline.  This book will help new 
teachers, as well as seasoned teachers, learn to keep the interest of the students to such a degree that 
they won’t misbehave. It will help teachers maintain discipline so that students who come eager to learn 
are not impaired. This book is a compilation of 101 creative discipline ideas. These innovative fun ideas 
will help you regain attention and keep 8-12 year old minds focused and create a positive classroom for 
learning.   These ideas will give you creative ways to channel youthful exuberance into lovingly 
disciplined learning. 

SING & PRAISE WORSHIP – FOR KIDS   (Children’s Ministry) 

Video   (Group Publishing)  

Children love music and motion.  Now they can combine both as they worship God with their whole 
hearts!  Use this video to take our worship to a fun and energetic new level.  This video includes 10 
favorite children’s praise songs; on-screen lyrics so kids can easily sing along; and kid-tested motions 
that really get children into the swing of the songs.  Includes these favorite songs:  Shout to the Lord; 
Joy!; Great is the Lord; He is the Rock; Children, Children; Salt and Light; God’s Not Dead; Jesus Loves 
Me Rock; and more. 
 
 
 
Additional resources for Youth Ministry and Children’s Ministry are available at The Resource Center.  Please refer to your “2006-

2007 Resource Center Catalog” for a complete listing, or contact the Resource Center.  
 
 

All resources may be borrowed for 6 weeks and may be renewed. 
 

Please contact Ann McNerney, Resource Coordinator, if you have questions about any of the resources above or if you 
would like to discuss a specific need in your congregation/ministry  

 
574-773-3149 (Office)          888-240-8669 (Voice Mail)          ann@nidcob.org (E-mail)  



Living Peace Church News and Notes 
Focusing on the peace & reconciliation ministries 

of the church.  Greetings from On Earth Peace! 
 

Conscientious Objection:  The Logic of Christ 
  

 While being against a war is only a part of Christian 
peacemaking, it is a foundational; belief of a living peace 
church.  Conscientious objection id a main way that Christ-
following pacifists depart from the logic of the world around us. 
 Many,  Christians and otherwise, believe that a threat 
to this country requires a violent response to eliminate the 
enemy, and that God blesses this aggression.  Those who 
choose to follow Christ fully are turned to a different logic, 
which encourages nonviolent response and sacrificial love.  
This peculiar logic of love is based upon the recognition of the 
image of God in each person, friend or foe.  These Christians 

give allegiance to the Christ who refused to rain down fire on a 
village that turned his group away (Luke 9:51-56). 
 Of course, conscientious objectors also object to many 
other tangling kinds of violence. But commitment to the 
nonkilling love of Jesus becomes a pledge which represents all 
the rest. 
Will you stand up and be counted as a conscientious objector? 
 
-Matt Guynn, Program Coordinator for Peace Witness 

In case a draft might be reinstated, it is recommended that all who want to be a officially recognized as conscientious objectors begin a file showing a record of their 
beliefs.  Contact the Brethren Witness/Washington Office for an update on the draft and info about starting a file at 1-800-785-3246. 

On Earth Peace:  An agency of the Church of the Brethren helping people discern the things that make for peace 
P.O. Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776  8  410-635-8704  *  www.brethren.org/oepa  *  oepa_oepa@brethren.org 

Conscientious objector: A person who 
“by reason of religious training or belief” 
is “conscientiously opposed to 
participation in war in any form.” 
According to US law, no conscientious 
objector can be required to kill or be 
trained to kill in the military. 
www.centeronconscience.org 

 


